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             NEW HORIZONS 
                    The official publication of 
       The Newcomers Club of Raleigh, Inc. 
 www.newcomersclubraleigh.org 
 

Greetings from the Co-Presidents  April 2021 
Spring is in the air and the sun is shining. As we look forward to 

enjoying the great outdoors again after a long, wet winter, we also wonder when we can 
socialize with our Newcomers friends again. Your Board of Directors is asking the same 

question. Some of us have received our COVID-19 vaccinations. Others have not. The 

Board members agreed that a reasonable approach would be to plan for an outdoor 

meeting in May if our state guidelines allow such an event. We will keep you informed 

as planning moves forward. 

April 20 – 27 will be our window for online voting for the revised bylaws and 

Board of Directors officers. We will also be asking your opinion on the types of activities 
in which you feel safe participating between now and September. Please watch for an 

email from newcomersraleigh@gmail.com which will contain a link to the ballot and 

survey. 

On March 5th we had an information-filled presentation by Brandon Aber from 

CAPTRUST that was enjoyed by 15 members via a live Zoom session. The presentation 

was recorded so that members may view it at their leisure. To access links to all of our 
past guest speakers and member interviews, click on 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZGBDf3HOXN58ltFkbgPhUeLHd9RYuT802DpqTqf-

qdk/edit?usp=sharing  
Mark your calendars for April 9th (date change due to holiday) when we will have 

another guest speaker via Zoom. This time the topic will be how to travel safely in 2021 

and 2022. For more details, see page 3 of this newsletter.  

Meanwhile, are you looking for places to go now that winter is over? Here are 
some locations and events that you may enjoy: 

 

• WRAL-TV Azalea Gardens (see https://wral-gardens.com ) 

• Art in Bloom at the North Carolina Museum of Art (tickets go on sale April 

7 for museum members and April 14 for nonmembers) 

(see https://ncartmuseum.org/calendar/series_parent/art_in_bloom ) 

• Art in the Park (see https://ncartmuseum.org/visit/the_park/) 

 

Janet Orcutt aklearning@yahoo.com 808-255-1969 

Susan Ragan sjragan47@gmail.com 301-928-8510 

  

http://www.newcomersclubraleigh.org/
mailto:newcomersraleigh@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZGBDf3HOXN58ltFkbgPhUeLHd9RYuT802DpqTqf-qdk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZGBDf3HOXN58ltFkbgPhUeLHd9RYuT802DpqTqf-qdk/edit?usp=sharing
https://wral-gardens.com/
https://ncartmuseum.org/calendar/series_parent/art_in_bloom
https://ncartmuseum.org/visit/the_park/
mailto:aklearning@yahoo.com
mailto:sjragan47@gmail.com
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                  FACEBOOK 
Have you joined us on Facebook? We currently have 75 members. Hope you will join in the 
fun! The public will be able to search for “Newcomers Raleigh” where they will be directed 
to our website. This members’ only page will allow our paid members to connect with our 

club members on what they are doing, share our joys, fun and sad times and connect with others with 

similar interests. Your board has created this page to help us grow our presence in our community as 
well as provide a fun way to connect with you.  

2021 ~Be sure to check out the Events Calendar to see  
what is coming up with our Club and how to participate. 

Click the Facebook button below to follow the link to our page. All members will receive an email 
invite using your listed email address. You can connect now by following this link.  

 

 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NewcomersClubofRaleigh 

 
2020-2021 - Board of Directors 

Executive Committee Standing Committee 
Co-Presidents: Hospitality:  Roxanne Graney 
    Susan Ragan & Janet Orcutt Directory:  Linda Brandon 
Vice President:  Harry John Publicity:  Elaine Peck 
Secretary:  Elaine Wagner Newsletter Editor:  Tammie Zemler 
Treasurer:  Richard Reedman Newsletter Publisher:  Katherine Wilkinson 
Membership: Susan Ragan Newbies: Peggy Wesp  

Parliamentarian:  Richard Wilkinson  Other Committees 
Database/Webmaster:  Sue Levy                    Sharing & Caring:  Phyllis Rosenbaum 
Programs:  Rene John                                     Proofreaders:  Phyllis Rosenbaum 
Interest Group Coordinator:  Deb Allgeier            Jinny Sweetman 
 Volunteer Opportunities: Arlene Thatcher 

 

2021-2022 – New Board of Directors 

Executive Committee Standing Committee 
Co-Presidents: Hospitality:  Open 
    Susan Ragan & Janet Orcutt Directory:  Open 

Vice President:  Harry John Publicity:  Peggy Wesp 
Secretary:  Elaine Wagner Newsletter Editor:  Tammie Zemler 
Treasurer:  Richard Reedman Newsletter Publisher:  Katherine Wilkinson 

Membership: Susan Ragan Newbies: Open  
Parliamentarian:  Richard Wilkinson  Other Committees 
Database/Webmaster:  Sue Levy                    Sharing & Caring:  Phyllis Rosenbaum 
Programs:  Rene John                                     Proofreaders:  Phyllis Rosenbaum 
Interest Group Coordinator:  Deb Allgeier            Jinny Sweetman 
 Volunteer Opportunities: Arlene Thatcher 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/314754966317135/about/
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
Tuesday, April 6th will be a VIRTUAL meeting. If you have business to 

discuss, please contact the Co-Presidents: 
Susan Ragan, sjragan47@gmail.com 301-928-8510 

or Janet Orcutt aklearning@yahoo.com 808-255-1969 
 

CARING & SHARING 
Sending healing wishes to Rene John. We send wishes for continued healing to 
any members coping with ongoing health issues. WE DO CARE!! 
  
If you know of a Newcomer who needs some cheering up, sympathy and/or 
congratulations, please contact Phyllis Rosenbaum at 919-845-2138 or 
prose4800@gmail.com. 

 

Virtual Members’ Coffee 

Host: Richard Wilkinson 
Presenter:  Effie Beshere-Walthall, Travel Expert  
When: Friday, April 9th (date change due to holiday) 
 Welcome 10:00 am  
 Presentation 10:30am  
RSVP:  By email to Tammie at mtzemraleigh@gmail.com  
  or on our FB Page under Events 

Where: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZGBDf3HOXN58ltFkbgPhUeLHd9RYuT802DpqTqf-

qdk/edit?usp=sharing Click on the link in the spreadsheet.  
 

 We will be hosting the second of our Virtual Coffee programs. Until we have the 
opportunity to meet safely face-to-face, the Board of Directors has decided that we can 
continue our recent practice of providing interesting speakers on pertinent topics. Offering 
these presentations virtually expands the universe of individuals available to us. 
Our speaker for April is an example of that. Effie Beshere-Walthall is a travel expert with  
On Deck Travel located in Orlando, Florida. In addition to assisting individual travelers with 
sound advice and exciting options for their personal travel plans, she offers her expertise to the 
local media in central Florida. 
 Needless to say, travel has come to a screeching halt due to the virus pandemic. After a 
year of staying close to the shelter of our personal residence, many of us are anxious to get out 
and see the world – safely. Of course, the past year has been hard on all elements of the travel 

industry. And it has resulted in changes – at least temporary – in how to motivate people to 
make travel plans without worry about losing some or all their investment. 
 Also, there may be a short time when supply exceeds demand, resulting in economic 
opportunities. Effie will offer her insight about options that we should consider as we make our 
plans for 2021 and 2022. 
 If you are unable to see this presentation live, it will be recorded and be available to view 
at your convenience on the NCoR Facebook page or via the Program Virtual Link printed on 
page 4 of this newsletter. 

 Members’ Coffees will resume in person when COVID-19 conditions open up. 

mailto:sjragan47@gmail.com
mailto:aklearning@yahoo.com
mailto:prose4800@gmail.com
mailto:mtzemraleigh@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZGBDf3HOXN58ltFkbgPhUeLHd9RYuT802DpqTqf-qdk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZGBDf3HOXN58ltFkbgPhUeLHd9RYuT802DpqTqf-qdk/edit?usp=sharing
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                             Virtual Chat 
Host: Richard Wilkinson 
April: Michael & Sharon Lewis 
Where: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZGBDf3HOXN58ltFkbgPhUeLHd9RYuT802DpqTqf-

qdk/edit?usp=sharing  Click on the link in the spreadsheet.  
 

Having spent four decades in the corporate world, Michael and Sharon Lewis made the 
decision to make the move to someplace with great healthcare, a significant university 
influence on daily life, and a few more days of pleasant golf weather.  They chose the NC 
Triangle area and are pleased with their move, halfway between their two children. When you 
have time, take a few minutes to listen to this New Member interview to learn more about this 
interesting couple.  

************************************************************************ 
Do you have an interesting career, hobby, activity or life story or know of a member that would 
make for a great interview? Please contact Richard at rwilk1@live.com with your contact 
information to get started. We would love to hear from you. 

 
Program Virtual Links 

NCoR has provided this link for our members to access all previously 
recorded programs and chats hosted by our club. Future program links 
are also found here for quick access. Bookmark this page for quick 

access. Your first visit will require access approval. 

 
What:  Links to club virtual programs and chats 

 
Where: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZGBDf3HOXN58ltFkbgPhUeLHd9RYuT802DpqTqf-

qdk/edit?usp=sharing  
 
Who: Contact Tammie Zemler, mtzemRaleigh@gmail.com with any questions. 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZGBDf3HOXN58ltFkbgPhUeLHd9RYuT802DpqTqf-qdk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZGBDf3HOXN58ltFkbgPhUeLHd9RYuT802DpqTqf-qdk/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:rwilk1@live.com
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZGBDf3HOXN58ltFkbgPhUeLHd9RYuT802DpqTqf-qdk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZGBDf3HOXN58ltFkbgPhUeLHd9RYuT802DpqTqf-qdk/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:mtzemRaleigh@gmail.com
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Volunteer Opportunities 
 

CoachArt volunteers spend 1 hour a week for 8 weeks sharing their 
favorite hobby with a local CoachArt kid -- a child or teenager who 
is diagnosed with a chronic illness. 

We've matched over 10,000 kids & teens with volunteers who are 
eager to share their art or athletic talents with them!  

Just by sharing your hobby 1 hour a week for 8 weeks, you have the power to 
help a child with chronic illness see themselves as more than a patient, but as 
an artist, a musician, an athlete like you. If you are interested in this service go  
to Coachart.org. 

********************************************* 

AARP Create the Good  

Your Experience Matters 

Volunteer Virtually 

Stay healthy and safe during the crisis and search for ways to volunteer from home. Create the 
good connects you with volunteer opportunities to share your life experiences, skills and 
passions in your community   https://createthegood.aarp.org/  
 

If you have a volunteer opportunity idea, send to  

Arlene Thatcher  arlene.thatcher19@gmail.com  

 

 

Patricia Kutay April 1 

Nancy Erdmann April 2 

Sandy Dupont April 3 

Don Rosenbaum April 3 

Nancie Wood April 5 

Steve Kutay April 6 

Dale Hollingshead April 7 

Jan Thurston April 8 

Barry Tuch April 8 

Peggy Wesp April 11 

Bill Addicks April 13 

Lori Sauerstrom April 17 

Geri Goldstein April 18 

Barbara Mercer April 18 

William Graney April 20 

Jan Hubbard April 21 

Patty Gajewski April 22 

Suzanne Holloman April 22 

Erika Gianni April 23 

Louise Glatthorn April 23 

Joe Seay April 29 

Jay Barnhill April 30 

 

 

https://createthegood.aarp.org/about/
https://createthegood.aarp.org/
mailto:arlene.thatcher19@gmail.com
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New Members 
 

Carol & Willy Larsen 
1732 Hasentree Villa Ln 
Wake Forest, NC 27587 
Carol cell: 585-943-8239 
Home: 919-435-0495 
Willy cell: 585-330-2048 

Carol: larsencarol7@gmail.com 
Willy: vvilly.larsen@gmail.com 
Carol BD: 12/28 
Willy BD: 03/13 
Moved from Rochester, NY 

 

 

ADDITIONAL CONTACT INFORMATION 

To join Newcomers, renew membership, or note a change of home/email 
address or phone, please contact  

Susan Ragan at 301-928-8510 or sjragan47@gmail.com  
Membership: 155 households; 264 members.  

 
 
                                               ***************************** 
 

May 2021 Newsletter copy is due April 3rd. Please send  
pre-approved information for the newsletter, to  

Newsletter Editor, Tammie Zemler at mtzemRaleigh@gmail.com. 
 

 
If you are having difficulty opening and/or receiving a hard or 
electronic copy of the monthly Newsletter, please contact Katherine 
Wilkinson at 608-577-5999 or kwilkinson1003@gmail.com.   

 
 

***************************** 
 
If you have questions about Newcomers website access, contact 
newcomersraleigh@gmail.com.  
 

 
 

Smartphone Users:   To access the Member Directory on your smartphone, first you must 
login. Then press the search spyglass and enter Member Directory into the search 
window.   The first result will say Member Direction in blue.  Click on that and 
the next screen will say You can view the member directory here.            
 Click on → here to view the directory. (Or ctrl click if that works.) 

                   

 

mailto:larsencarol7@gmail.com
mailto:vvilly.larsen@gmail.com
mailto:sjragan47@gmail.com
mailto:mtzemRaleigh@gmail.com
mailto:kwilkinson1003@gmail.com
mailto:newcomersraleigh@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1HGMFMO7xt7hCjyZy2Ovx4CQ627kLilPpqtinaOoWL6U/edit#gid=2036102604
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Newcomers Club of Raleigh is grateful for 

 the continued professional pro bono services of  

Richard M. Reedman as Treasurer.  

 
 

 
 
 

  

  

Interest Groups are the spirit of the 

Newcomers Club.   It is in the small-group 

atmosphere that we connect and build 

relationships.   Please RSVP to interest 

group chair or host by the date 

requested.   If you need to cancel a 

reservation, please notify your host as 

soon as possible as there may be a 

waiting list of others who would like to 

participate.      

For groups that meet at members' homes, 

please do not park on lawns or in places 

that block mailboxes or trash collection. 

New Interest Groups 
Anyone interested in 
chairing any potential 
new groups and getting 
them off the ground 
should contact 
 Deborah Allgeier 
daa3811@gmail.com 

734-558-0572 
 
 

mailto:daa3811@gmail.com
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CLUB ACTIVITIES 
Our groups are starting to open back up. Please watch for emails from 
your coordinators on times and locations. Limited spaces maybe the norm 

for now until the area opens up more. Be sure all are totally vaccinated 

post two(2) weeks to participate and wear a mask.  

~Tammie Zemler, Editor 
 

 
 

BOOK CLUB 
Chair:  Jinny Sweetman    919-846-6334 or 919-208-6415(cell) gramsjinny@gmail.com 
 
April Book: Anxious People by Fredrik Backman. "A charming novel about a 
crime that never took place, a bank robber who disappears into thin air, and 
eight extremely anxious strangers" who find they have a lot in common. 

 
When: Wednesday, April 21st - 1:00 pm     
Where: Your living room, by Zoom 
RSVP:  By Monday, April 19th to Jinny 
 
The Zoom link will be sent to every regular member even if you have not indicated you will be 
participating.  
If you would like to join this group, please contact Jinny by one of the above methods with any 

questions that you might have. 

 
 

NON-FICTION BOOK CLUB 
Chair: Richard Wilkinson  608-444-6900 rwilk1@live.com 

 
Book for April: His Truth Is Marching On by Jon Meacham 
 
When:  Wednesday, April 14th - 1:30 pm 
Where:  Zoom 

RSVP:  By Saturday, April 10th  to Richard with your intentions of attending.   

 
The Zoom link will be sent to every regular member even if you have not indicated you will be 

participating.  
If you would like to join this group, please contact Richard by one of the above methods with 
any questions that you might have. 

  

mailto:gramsjinny@gmail.com
mailto:rwilk1@live.com
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April 2021 
 

Newcomers Club of Raleigh, Inc.  
P.O. Box 99056 

Raleigh, NC 27624-9056 


