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NEW HORIZONS 
The official publication of 

The Newcomers Club of Raleigh, Inc. 

www.newcomersclubraleigh.org 
 

Message from the Co-Presidents  February 2022 

 
With the rapidly changing landscape of COVID-19 and its 

variants, it’s a challenge to write an up-to-date letter about our current status for 
Newcomers. The Orcutts had a scare when their son and his family traveled from Hawaii 
to Raleigh for a Christmas family gathering. One day into their visit, they learned they had 
been exposed to the virus prior to leaving Hawaii. Fortunately, everyone tested negative. 
The Ragans’ trip to Boston for the holidays was stopped dead in its tracks by their 7-year-
old grandson’s positive at-home test the day before their flight to Boston. His dad, his 
dad’s parents, and his sister all caught it from him, but no one had to be hospitalized. 
Everyone had cold-like symptoms except the grandson who was asymptomatic. 
  
We want our members to stay healthy, so we are taking extra precautions until this wave 
passes. As you know, we canceled the First Friday January Coffee due to the Omicron 
surge.  We will keep you informed via email regarding the status of future Coffees. Your 
interest groups may also make changes in their meetings. We urge our members to take 
appropriate precautions in their interactions with others so we can maintain our record of 
not hosting any super-spreader events. If you do test positive, we urge you to inform 
everyone with whom you have been in contact recently. We know that you may be 
contagious days before your positive test. 
  
Recently it was brought to our attention that North Carolina law regarding social host 
liability in the serving of alcohol in the home may differ from other states. We found a 
website that gives a thorough explanation of the rules, so we have included an excerpt on 
pages 2 and 3 of this newsletter. 
  
Do you have 2 hours a month to spare to serve on the NCoR Board? We need your time 
and talents. We are happy to work with you to find the right fit. Volunteer organizations 
depend on volunteers, so we encourage you to share your time. Please contact any 
member of the Board to ask about the opportunities available. 
  
We wish the best for you and your family as we look forward to the end of winter. 

 
Janet Orcutt aklearning@yahoo.com 808-255-1969 
Susan Ragan sjragan47@gmail.com 301-928-8510 

  

http://www.newcomersclubraleigh.org/
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Social Host Liability Guidelines 
for the serving of alcoholic beverages in your home 

 
Source: https://www.wardandsmith.com/articles/social-host-and-
premises-liability  

 
North Carolina courts recognize a cause of action under the common law theory of 
social host liability if you: 

• Serve alcohol to a person, 
• When you, as host, know, or should know, the person is intoxicated, and 
• When you know, or should know, the person will be driving afterwards. 

 
So, if you host a party and allow a friend to have too much to drink and the friend 
drives home and causes a wreck, you can be personally liable for any damages 
caused.  This is true whether the wreck results in minor injuries, major injuries, or 
death.  
 
Of course, the intoxicated friend likely will be legally liable as well.  However, North 
Carolina law allows an injured party to pursue claims against everyone whose 
negligence (i.e., the failure to use reasonable care) contributed to the injury.  
 
Social host liability claims are very fact specific.  Evidence that you knew or should 
have known a guest was intoxicated may include:  

• Knowledge of how many total drinks were consumed by the guest at the party; 
• Knowledge that the guest had been drinking somewhere else earlier; or, 
• Evidence that the typical signs of intoxication, such as slurred speech, were 

obvious.  
 
Evidence of whether you knew, or should have known, the guest was going to drive 
may include: 

• Knowledge that your guest drove to your party that night; 
• Your guest’s normal habits; or, 
• Specific communications between you and the guest. 

 
These evidentiary requirements would need to be investigated for, or in defense of, 
any claim, including through the use of the discovery process (e.g., interrogatories 
and depositions) if a lawsuit is filed.  
(cont.) 

https://www.wardandsmith.com/articles/social-host-and-premises-liability
https://www.wardandsmith.com/articles/social-host-and-premises-liability
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What if someone is injured as a result of an intoxicated guest?  If you are liable, the 
injured party will be entitled to damages assuming a legal defense does not 
apply.  Under North Carolina law, these damages can include:  

• Medical bills (past and future) 
• Lost wages or other income 
• Diminished future earning capacity 
• Pain and suffering 
• Scarring or disfigurement 
• Loss of use of a body part; and, 
• The permanency associated with any 

continuing injuries. 
 
Again, note that when an innocent third-party is injured by a drunk driver 
negligently overserved at a social function, the injured party can pursue the full 
amount of damages against the liable host (and not just the drunk driver).  Under 
North Carolina law, all negligent parties whose negligence contributed to the injuries 
at issue can be held liable for the full extent of the damages.  (Of course, a plaintiff 
typically cannot double recover, so the plaintiff cannot collect 100% of their 
damages from each liable party.  In these cases, there can be an offset for amounts 
recovered from another defendant.) 
 
What Can You, as a Host, Do to Prevent Injury Claims? 
 
There is always risk in whatever we do.  No one would ever suggest you not host 
friends at your home or otherwise organize holiday parties.  And, there is nothing 
wrong with responsibly serving adult beverages.  The law simply requires that we all 
use reasonable care—i.e., that we act as carefully as a reasonable and prudent 
person would act in the same situation.  
 
In the case of hosting social events, it is important to make sure invited guests are 
people you believe are going to act responsibly and will not drink and 
drive.  Consider offering to pay for a taxi, Uber, or secure another safe ride home for 
guests if you have any reason to believe they cannot drive safely.  
 
And make sure you are adequately insured.  A sufficient homeowner’s policy can 
protect against liability to a certain point, and an “umbrella”; policy can 
provide additional protection—usually up to $1,000,000.00 if not more.  
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2021-2022 – Board of Directors 
Executive Committee Standing Committee 
Co-Presidents:   Hospitality: Stacy Hoffman 
    Susan Ragan & Janet Orcutt Directory:  Open 
Vice President:  Open Publicity:  Peggy Wesp 
Secretary:  Elaine Wagner Newsletter Editor:  Tammie Zemler 
Treasurer:  Richard Reedman Newsletter Publisher:  Katherine Wilkinson 
Membership: Susan Ragan Newbies: Open 
Parliamentarian:  Elaine Peck  Other Committees 
Database/Webmaster:  Sue Levy                    Sharing & Caring:  Phyllis Rosenbaum 
Programs:  Open Proofreaders:  Phyllis Rosenbaum 
Interest Group Coordinator: Richard Wilkinson              Jinny Sweetman 
    Volunteer Opportunities: Arlene Thatcher 

2022-2023 – Board of Directors 
Executive Committee Standing Committee 
Co-Presidents:  Open Hospitality: Open 
Vice President:  Open Directory:  Open 
Secretary:  Open Publicity:  Peggy Wesp 
Treasurer:  Richard Reedman Newsletter Editor:  Tammie Zemler 
Membership: Susan Ragan Newsletter Publisher:  Katherine Wilkinson 
Parliamentarian:  Open Newbies: Open 
Database/Webmaster:  Sue Levy                     Other Committees 
Programs:  Open Sharing & Caring:  Phyllis Rosenbaum 
Interest Group Coordinator: Richard Wilkinson Proofreaders:  Phyllis Rosenbaum 
                 Jinny Sweetman 
    Volunteer Opportunities: Arlene Thatcher 

Job Descriptions 

All Board members are expected to attend the monthly First Tuesday 
Board meetings and First Friday Coffees. Both events are scheduled 
from 10 am to noon every month except July. More details are available 
by contacting the President. 
     President: Lead the monthly meetings and Coffees, reserve the 
Coffee venue, communicate with the website host, assist with member 
programs, write a letter for, and proofread the monthly newsletter, and 
coordinate with members of the Board. 

     Vice-President: Shadow the President and step in when the President is unavailable. Participate in the 
revision of the NCoR Bylaws. 
     Secretary: Take minutes at the Board meetings and distribute those minutes to all Board members. 
     Parliamentarian: Advise the Board of procedures in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Orders, 
Revised. Participate in the revision of the NCoR Bylaws.  
     Programs Coordinator: Makes arrangements for three all-member programs, handle the details and 
keep accurate financial records in coordination with a committee of volunteers. 
     Hospitality Chairperson: Arrange for refreshments at the First Friday Coffees, greet visitors to those 
Coffees, and send new members a welcome card. 
     Newbies Chairperson: Make arrangements for Newbies-Only events in coordination with a 
committee of volunteers. 
     Directory Coordinator: Prepare and distribute the annual membership directory in coordination with 
the Membership Coordinator and the Newsletter Publisher. 
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Board of Directors Meeting 
Tuesday, February 1st at 10:00am 

All Board of Directors meetings will now be via Zoom.  
If you have business to discuss, please contact the Co-Presidents: 

Susan Ragan, sjragan47@gmail.com 301-928-8510 
or Janet Orcutt aklearning@yahoo.com 808-255-1969 

 

First Friday Coffee - for new and existing members - make some new friends  
Friday, February 4th at 10:00 am.  Masks will be required at all indoor activities. 

If canceled in person, we may opt to have an informal chat Zoom. 
Harrington Grove Swim and Racquet Club, 12201 New Leesville Blvd, Raleigh, 27613.   
First Friday Coffees have been well attended by newcomers and established members 

since they resumed. Having speakers from time to time adds to these and offers information about a 
variety of topics. If you have a suggestion for a particular speaker, topic, or an organization to 
highlight, or would be willing to serve on a committee to find speakers, please contact Peggy Wesp 
at peggy.wesp@gmail.com or 704-658-7582. 
 

                                             FACEBOOK 
Have you joined us on Facebook? We currently have 90 members.  What do you want to see on our 
Facebook Page? All members are welcome to add posts. Interest groups may post their activities. We 
will approve within 24 hours.  
 
Our groups are starting to open back up. Please watch for emails from your coordinators on  
times and locations. Limited spaces maybe the norm for now until the area opens up more.  

Be sure all are totally vaccinated post two(2) weeks to participate and wear a mask. 
  
 

Click the Facebook button below to follow the link to our page. All members will receive an email invite using your 
listed email address. You can connect now by following this link.  
 

 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NewcomersClubofRaleigh 

.

February Birthdays 
Peggy Park February 2 

Vicki DiMaggio February 4 

Andrea Ellis February 4 

Elizabeth Greenlee February 7 

Jule White February 7 

Dale Krause February 8 

Howard Ellis February 9 

Nancy Cooke February 11 

Deb Henry February 11 

Bob Glenn February 13 

Lynn Hunsicker February 19 

David Test February 20 

Jim Kropp February 24 

Hilda Campbell February 26 

Bill Grunow February 26 

 
 
 

mailto:sjragan47@gmail.com
mailto:aklearning@yahoo.com
mailto:peggy.wesp@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/314754966317135/about/
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Additional Contact Information 
 
MEMBERSHIP: To join Newcomers, renew membership, or 
note a change of home/email address or phone, please contact  

Susan Ragan at 301-928-8510 or sjragan47@gmail.com 
Membership: 149 households; 253 members.  

 
 

***************************** 
 
CARING & SHARING: If you are aware of a Newcomer for whom congratulations, 
sympathy, or get well wishes are in order, please contact Phyllis Rosenbaum at 
prose4800@gmail.com  or 919-845-2138. We wish each of you a healthy start to 2022. 
 

 
***************************** 

 
NEWSLETTER: March 2022 Newsletter copy is due February 3rd. Please 
send pre-approved information for the newsletter, to  

Newsletter Editor, Tammie Zemler at mtzemRaleigh@gmail.com. 
 

 
***************************** 

 
PUBLISHER: If you are having difficulty opening and/or receiving a hard or 
electronic copy of the monthly Newsletter, please contact Katherine Wilkinson 
at 608-577-5999 or kwilkinson1003@ gmail.com. 
 
 
 

                                 ***************************** 
 
 
WEBMASTER: If you have questions about Newcomers website access, contact 
newcomersraleigh@gmail.com. 
 

***************************** 
 
 

Smartphone Users:   To access the Member Directory on your smartphone, first you 
must login. Then press the search spyglass and enter Member Directory into the search 
window.   The first result will say Member Direction in blue.  Click on that and the next 
screen will say You can view the member directory here.     Click on here to view the 
directory.  

 

file:///C:/Users/Suzy/Desktop/Swink/Documents/2017%20-%20Suzy/Newscomer%20Newsletter/sjragan47@gmail.com
mailto:prose4800@gmail.com
mailto:mtzemRaleigh@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Suzy/Desktop/Swink/Documents/2017%20-%20Suzy/Newscomer%20Newsletter/kwikkinson1003@gmail.com
mailto:newcomersraleigh@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1HGMFMO7xt7hCjyZy2Ovx4CQ627kLilPpqtinaOoWL6U/edit?usp=sharing
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Interest Group Corner 
Please check out your newsletter each month! We have a 

significant number of new Interest Groups.  Do not get in the mindset 
that the group(s) in which you have participated for several years is all 
that is available.  Be aware of the new groups that have formed in 
recent months and keep watching for other new Interest Groups in 
the months to come. 

These groups have had several successful sessions in the past 
few months but would be happy to have you check them out: Beer 
Tasting, Wake Walkers, Genealogy, and Explore NC. 

It is my pleasure to welcome two new Interest Group Chairpersons.  Bill Leppek has 
volunteered to lead the Military Vets Lunch group and Michael Lewis has assumed 
responsibility for the Managing Your Finances group. 

Other new groups that are just getting started are Film Discussion Group and Talking 
Technology.  See what is going on with these groups in this newsletter. 

World Affairs has been on hiatus for the past few months, but I anticipate resurrecting 
this group as there was a solid foundation for our monthly discussions.  I am looking for a 
chairperson and a regular meeting place. 

Do not hesitate to contact me with your ideas for new groups.  I am most happy to 
assist in any what that I can.  
 

Richard Wilkinson, Interest Group Coordinator   rwilk1@live.com 608-444-6900 

 

Volunteer Opportunities 
2022 is a new year. Please contact Arlene with any volunteer opportunities you come 
across to be considered for publication in our newsletter.  

Arlene Thatcher  arlene.thatcher19@gmail.com  585-739-0720  

 

Interest Groups are the spirit of the 

Newcomers Club.   It is in the small-group 

atmosphere that we connect and build 

relationships.   Please RSVP to interest 

group chair or host by the date requested.   

If you need to cancel a reservation, please 

notify your host as soon as possible as 

there may be a waiting list of others who 

would like to participate.     For groups that 

meet at members' homes, please do not park 

on lawns or in places that block mailboxes or 

trash collection. 

New Interest Groups 
Anyone interested in 

chairing any potential 
new groups and getting 
them off the ground 
should contact  
Richard Wilkinson. 
rwilk1@live.com 
 
 

mailto:arlene.thatcher19@gmail.com
mailto:rwilk1@live.com


February 2022   8 | P a g e  

Club Activities 
Our groups are starting to open back up. Please watch for emails from your coordinators on times and locations. Limited 
spaces maybe the norm for now until the area opens up more. Be sure all are totally vaccinated post two(2) weeks to 
participate and wear a mask. If information is not noted below, please  

reach out to the leaders for more information.                                                                                  ~Tammie Zemler, Editor 

  
BEER TASTING 

Chair:  Stacy Hoffman   503-975-7866  (stacyh52@gmail.com) 
2nd Wednesday 6:00 pm  
 
Ah, February…the month of LOVE! This month I will be hosting at my own neighborhood 
hang-out, Crafty Beer Shop. I just LOVE this cute little place! While not a brewery, Crafty’s 

owner, Kirk, keeps his taps rotating with an always broad selection of beers, both local and sometimes 
from far away. Located in Lafayette Village, this shop is surrounded by good eats and eclectic shopping (I 
recommend stopping at Savory Spice before our meeting). Crafty also offers cocktails and wine. I have not 
yet picked our flights because Kirk is always tapping something new, so I will wait until our February 
meeting is closer. 
 
When:   Wednesday, February 9th - 6:00 pm.   
Address:  Crafty Beer Shop, 8450 Honeycutt Rd, Raleigh NC  
RSVP: By February 7th to Stacy Hoffman   (stacyh52@gmail.com) 
 
Please look for a table with a NCoR sign. Each beer drinker will have their own tab. 
Pick your favorite beer from the flight of four and have a pint or pick something completely different. 
Whatever you choose, you’ll be in good, beer-drinking company! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOOK CLUB 
Chair:  Jinny Sweetman  919-846-6334/919-208-6415(cell) gramsjinny@gmail.com  
3RD Wednesday 1:00pm  
 
This month we will be discussing Eternal by Lisa Scottoline. It is set in Rome in the 1930’s 
under Mussolini. Children from three families become life-long friends.  

 
 
When: Wednesday, February 16th -  1:00pm 
Where: Home of Michele Shaw, 1000 Heritage Greens Drive, Wake Forest NC 27587 
RSVP:  By Monday, February 14th to Michele at 919-761-5295 or micheleshaw514@gmail.com  
 
Please contact Jinny if you would like to be on the mailing list. 

mailto:stacyh52@gmail.com
mailto:stacyh52@gmail.com
mailto:gramsjinny@gmail.com
mailto:micheleshaw514@gmail.com
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EVENING BRIDGE 
 Chair:  Anita Timbrook altimbr@yahoo.com   330-690-7061 
2nd and 4th Monday ~ 7:00pm 
 
We take turns hosting and the host will provide soft drinks and table munchies.  All level 

players are welcomed but you must know how to play Bridge.  
If you would like to sign up to play, please call or email Anita. 

 
When:  Monday, February 14th – 7:00pm 
Where: Home of Ann & Bill Grunow, 920 Shasta Daisy Dr, Wake Forest NC 27587 
RSVP: To Ann @ 919-435-2747 annegrunow@gmail.com  
 
When: Monday, February 28th  – 7:00pm 
Where: Home of Linda & Peter Smullen 10151 Aristide Cir, Raleigh NC 
RSVP: To Peter @ pete_smullen@hotmail.com  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EUCHRE 

Chair: Janice Cramer  919-556-6718 jpcramer@nc.rr.com 

1st Saturday 7:00pm 

 

Euchre is an easy and enjoyable card game and we will be glad to teach you how to 

play.  We play the 1st Saturday of each month.  Games are rotated monthly and we 

rotate play throughout the evening.  Rotating allows you to play with a maximum number of people and 

to meet new people.  Please bring a snack to share and anything special you with to drink.  Your hosts will 

provide soft drinks.  RSVP as soon as you can as space can be limited. 

 

When:  Saturday, February 5th – 7:00pm  

Where:  At the home of Jane & Bob Willis, 9321 Langwood Dr, Raleigh NC 27617 

RSVP: By Wednesday, February 2nd to Jane @ 508-274-5864 or sjwillis64@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 

mailto:altimbr@yahoo.com
mailto:annegrunow@gmail.com
mailto:pete_smullen@hotmail.com
mailto:jpcramer@nc.rr.com
mailto:sjwillis64@gmail.com
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EXPLORE NC 
Chair:  Helen Simmons  781-405-2536
 hmasimmons@aol.com 
TBD depending on event 
 
When: Wednesday, February 23rd  - 9:15am gather for 
carpool; 10:00am tour.  
Carpools will leave the Harrington Grove Swim Club at 9:15am.  
  Details to follow. 
Where:  Mordecai Historic Park 
Address: 1 Mimosa St, Raleigh NC 27604 
Cost:  $4 tour and lunch 
RSVP: By Wednesday, February 16th to Helen Simmons. 

Details regarding carpool and lunch will be sent by email.  
 
The Mordecai House is the oldest house in Raleigh still in its original location.  We will 
have a guided tour of the house and outbuildings and grounds, Afterwards, we'll have 
lunch in one of the many great restaurants downtown.  There is a $4 fee for the tour, and 
we will be limited to 12-14 for the tour.  
 
We will carpool from North Raleigh, or you can meet us there. If you are interested in this 
activity or being on this interest group email list, please contact Helen.  

 
~~new~~FILM DISCUSSION GROUP~~new~~ 
Chair: Lucy Fischer  412-496-8982  lfischer@pitt.edu 
1st Wednesday  
 
The Film Discussion Group (led by Dr. Lucy Fischer, a retired film professor) 
will have its first meeting on Tuesday February 8 at 1pm by Zoom (link to be 
provided later). We will meet for about one hour, once a month (though days of 
the week may vary). About two weeks before each meeting, Lucy will ask you 

to stream a particular film that we will discuss at the upcoming meeting (with streaming services 
noted). You will not be required to subscribe to any streaming service, only to rent a film on a one-
time basis. These films will often be challenging ones (sometimes foreign and subtitled) and will 
provide many themes to explore. Lucy will also circulate, in advance, some questions for you to 
consider while watching the film that will help stimulate your thinking about it. This is a discussion 
group and so, after a brief introduction by Lucy, members will be encouraged to offer their own 
thoughts or questions about the movie being considered.  
 
When:  Wednesday February 8th – 1:00pm 
Where: Via Zoom – Link will be provided 
RSVP: Lucy (above) to be put on the list to join and receive updates on our meeting times and 

links. 
 

mailto:hmasimmons@aol.com
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GENEALOGY 
Chair: Bob Erdmann    440 667-3736        erdmann641@yahoo.com 
3rd Tuesday  
 
This group is for those who have an interest in tracking family information and/or 
organizing what you may already have. Friends:  Let’s plan on meeting until 3:00pm 
for now.  I will have coffee and tea available. Our agenda will be simply to share short 
testimonies about how we came to be interested in this subject and then to share 
sources, we can collectively agree on future topics. 

  
When:  Tuesday, February 15th, 1:30-3:00pm   
Where:   Home of Bob Erdmann 4 Rencher Ct., Durham, NC 27703 
RSVP:     February 3rd to Bob at info above 
 
Please rsvp to be put on the list to receive updates on our meeting times and locations. 

 

LUNCH BUNCH 
Chair:   Vicki DiMaggio  Janet Orcutt  
                925-890-1658  808-255-1969 

    vickid1215@gmail.com aklearning@yahoo.com  
                    2nd Friday  Noon 

 
We will take a break for February. Let us hope the numbers start to drop soon with Covid and more will 
be able to join us in March.  

 
MAH JONGG 

 

Chairs: Barbara Burman 919-529-4608 bhburman@yahoo.com   

                  Lori Sauerstrom 919-322-2993 lsart17@aol.com    

Mondays 11:30am 

We have resumed play every Monday using the 2021 Mah Jongg card. We meet for lunch at 11:30am with 

purchase of at least $7. 

NOTE: We are limited to 12 players so reservations are essential each week. We are looking for new 

experienced players. Please let us know if you would like to be on the list. All members with knowledge of 

how to play Mah Jongg are welcome to join us.  

Covid: Masks must be worn unless eating.  

 

When:  Mondays 11:30am (except some holidays) 

Where:  Patti’s Café 8300 Health Park, Raleigh, NC 27614 

RSVP:  Essential--for each Monday, to either Chair 

mailto:erdmann641@yahoo.com
mailto:vickid1215@gmail.com
mailto:aklearning@yahoo.com
mailto:bhburman@yahoo.com
mailto:lsart17@aol.com
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~~new~~MANAGING YOUR FINANCES~~new~~ 
Chair: Michael Lewis 919-629-0178 lewismikem@gmail.com  
2ND Wednesday 9:30am 
 
My name is Michael Lewis and I am excited to be chairing the Managing Your 
Finances discussion group. As a 30+ year veteran of Wall Street and a relative 

newcomer to Raleigh (2018 Pre-COVID), my wife Sharon and I started Tutor Financial Advisors in 
order to help families create a comprehensive financial and estate plan to ensure that their loved 
ones are taken care of - for now and for always. I am looking forward to sharing my knowledge and 
experiences with the group to help you to feel more comfortable with your financial affairs. 
 
February’s topic for discussion will be:  
Medicare Planning; the differences between an Advantage Plan vs. a Supplemental Plan. 
 
When:  Wednesday, February 9th - 9:30am 
Where: Brig’s Great Beginnings, 8111 Creedmoor, Raleigh 
RSVP: To Michael @ lewismikem@gmail.com  
 
Also feel free to include topics you would like to discuss at future gatherings. 
 

 
 

new~~~MILITARY VETS LUNCH~~~new 
Chair:  Bill Leppek western1004@gmail.com 
3rd Thursday  
 
Since this group is new, this will be an "Organizational meeting" to determine the 
direction of the group. Under consideration are field trips to area Aircraft museums, tank 

museums, air shows, etc. Members' input will help decide what we do.  
 
When:  Thursday, February 17th, 11:30am 
Where:  Brigs Great Beginnings, 8111 Creedmoor Road, Raleigh 
 
If you are a US Military Veteran or are interested in participating and you would like to try meeting with 
this group at least one time, please contact Bill Leppek at western1004@gmail.com. 

 

Newcomers Club of Raleigh is 
grateful for the continued 

professional pro bono services of 
Richard M. Reedman as Treasurer.  

 
 
 
 

mailto:lewismikem@gmail.com
mailto:western1004@gmail.com
mailto:western1004@gmail.com
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NON-FICTION BOOK CLUB 
Chair: Richard Wilkinson  608-444-6900 rwilk1@live.com 
2nd Wednesday 1:30pm 
 
February Book: The Innovators  by Walter Isaacson 
 

 
When:  Wednesday, February 9th, 1:30pm 
Where:  Home of Jim Kropp 4017 John S. Raboteau Wynd, Raleigh NC  
 

Our scheduled books are: 
Book for March: History of the world in Six Glasses by Tom Standage 
Book for April: The Arsenal of Democracy by AJ Baime   
 
 
If you would like to join this group, please contact Richard by one of the above methods with any 
questions that you might have. 

POKER 
Chair: Jeff Sauerstrom 919-322-2993 jtaxes@aol.com  
Last Thursday 7:00pm 
 
If you wish to join this group, please contact Jeff. 
 
When:  Thursday, February 24th - 7:00pm 

Where: Contact Jeff for details 
RSVP: To Jeff at email above. 
 

 
PROGRESSIVE HAND & FOOT 

Chair: RaeAnn Thompson   919-278-7703 raeannt100@aol.com 
2nd Tuesday 11:00am 

 

LOCATION CHANGE: This group is made up of seasoned players. If you’ve never played 

Progressive Hand & Foot before, please contact RaeAnn regarding training. We meet the second Tuesday 

of the month. Lunch service begins at 11 AM. If you aren’t coming for lunch, be sure to let RaeAnn know 

you will be arriving to play at noon. You need to bring $3 to play. Play ends when your table has 

completed 4 hands, but no later than 4:00 PM. Nice jeans and sneakers or athletic shoes are appropriate 

attire if you wish to dress more casually. MASKS to be worn unless eating. 

 
When:  Tuesday, February 8th  - 11:00 a.m.  
Where:  Milton’s Wakefield Commons 14520 Falls of Neuse Rd, Raleigh, NC 27614 
   Buffet + 20% gratuity – Looking for options going forward. 
RSVP:  By Friday, February 4th to RaeAnn at raeannt100@aol.com 
 

mailto:rwilk1@live.com
mailto:jtaxes@aol.com
file:///C:/Users/Suzy/Desktop/Swink/Documents/2017%20-%20Suzy/Newscomer%20Newsletter/raeannt100@aol.com
file:///C:/Users/Suzy/Desktop/Swink/Documents/2017%20-%20Suzy/Newscomer%20Newsletter/raeannt100@aol.com
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RUBBER STAMPING 
Chair: Molly Lusson 919-699-8025
 mollymac1978@gmail.com  
2nd Thursday 1:00pm 
 
Rubber Stamping is an activity where ideas, materials and 

laughter are all shared by the members.   We all take home 

several finished greeting cards to send to loved ones.   A 

couple of hours of fun and a sense of accomplishment— 

great way to spend a Thursday afternoon. Up-to-the-minute 

information is available by calling Molly Lusson at 919-699-

8025. 
 

When:  Thursday, February 10th at 1:00pm 

Where:  Home of Lianie Unterzuber 6724 Valley Drive, Raleigh NC 27612 

RSVP:  By Sunday, February 6thth to Lianie @ lgorcenski@hotmail.com or 860-944-7046 

 

 

 
SAMBA 

Chair:   RaeAnn Thompson 919-278-7703 raeannt100@aol.com 
4th Friday 11:00am 
 

LOCATION CHANGE.  
Samba is a combination of Canasta, Hand & Foot and adds Sambas, which are runs. If you need training, 
contact RaeAnn This card game takes a little more concentration than Canasta or Progressive Hand & 
Foot. We meet the fourth Friday of the month. Lunch service begins at 11 AM. If you aren’t coming for 
lunch, be sure to let RaeAnn know you will be arriving to play at noon. You need to bring $3 to play. Play 
ends when your table has completed 4 hands, but no later than 4:00 PM. Nice jeans and sneakers or 
athletic shoes are appropriate attire if you wish to dress more casually. MASKS to be worn unless eating 
 
When:  Friday, February 25th - 11:00 a.m.   
Where:  Milton’s Wakefield Commons 14520 Falls of Neuse Rd, Raleigh, NC 27614 
   Buffet + 20% gratuity – Looking for options going forward. 
RSVP:  By Monday, February 21st to RaeAnn at raeannt100@aol.com 

 

mailto:lgorcenski@hotmail.com
mailto:raeannt100@aol.com
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STITCH ‘N’ CHAT 

Chair: Lianie Unterzuber   919-803-0707 lgorcenski@hotmail.com  

3rd Thursday 1:00pm 

 

This is a wonderful opportunity to curl up in a comfy chair and stitch with friends. Bring whatever 

projects you are working on or never completed. Need to stitch a hem or sew on a button? Need some 

help in mastering new techniques? Our members are talented in various forms of stitching, including 

knitting. 

 

Join us for an afternoon of stitching and chatting, or just come to chat. All are welcome!  
 

When:  Thursday, February 17th - 1:00pm 
Where:  At the home of Liz Sullivan, 6301 Westborough Dr, Raleigh NC 27612     
RSVP: By Monday, February 14th to Liz @ 919-606-3540 

 

NOTE: We look forward to chatting monthly with our friends at S&C. Please contact Lianie Unterzuber 

(919-803-0707) to schedule. Much appreciated!  

 

Expanding our minds… 
 

new~~~TALKING TECHNOLOGY~~~new 
Contact: CHAIR NEEDED 

4th Tuesday 9:30am 
 
What: 2021 was not a bust for new and improved technologies. As the past 
year closed, many publications released their individual picks for the best new 

technologies.  Whether you read one of these lists or actually utilized a new tech item in your 
daily life, we will want to discuss this at this new breakfast discussion group. 
This is for the in-the-know and the want-to-know. We have knowledgeable people in 
Newcomers who can speak – informally – about many of these topics. 
. 
 
When:  Tuesday, February 22nd at 9:30 am 
Where:  Brig's Great Beginnings,  8111 Creedmoor, Raleigh 
 
So we can best prepare for seating at the restaurant, please contact Richard Wilkinson 
(rwilk1@live.com) if you plan to attend. 

 

mailto:lgorcenski@hotmail.com
mailto:rwilk1@live.com
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WAKE WALKERS 
Chair:   Helen Simmons 
 781-405-2536
 hmasimmons@aol.com 
  Pam Blackwood   
928-530-8433  pam.blackwood@gmail.com   

3RD Tuesday  9:00am 
 
Come hike parts of a few unpaved trails in Durant Nature Preserve. This city park was formerly home of 
the Occoneechee Boy Scout Council until it was purchased by the city in 1979. We rate this as easy to 
moderate similar to Umstead State Park, but with fewer exposed tree roots. Wear good walking shoes, 
sneakers or boots and dress for the weather. Bring water and a snack, too! 
 
When:  Tuesday, February 15th 9:45am gather in Park parking lot;  

hike begins promptly at 10:00am 
Where: Durant Nature Preserve 
Address:   8305 Camp Durant Rd, Raleigh NC 27614 
RSVP:  By Sunday February 13th, so we can notify you of changes due to trail conditions or  
                           weather. Call or email Helen Simmons or Pam Blackwood. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:hmasimmons@aol.com
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WINE TASTING 
Chair: Jim Kropp 305-968-6294 kropp5@me.com 
4th Saturday 6:30pm 
 
February we are planning a lunch/ wine tasting visit to Childress Vineyards in Lexington NC 
on Friday Feb 25th with the possibility of an overnight stay at the Holiday Inn Express 

adjacent to the winery.  (RSVPs are FULL. This is for information only for those attending).  
 

 

THANKS … 
 

*to our Board of Directors for keeping us 

going during hard times 

*to our Committees for putting together 

fun events 

*to our Coordinators for keeping our 

groups going  

*to our hosts/hostesses for opening their homes 

*to our Members for continuing to support our Club! 
 

Thank you to all our volunteers for your dedication  
to making our CLUB a fun place to be.  

mailto:kropp5@me.com
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The Newcomers Club of Raleigh, Inc. 

February 2022 
 

Our groups are meeting based on the Covid comfort level of host and attendees.  
Please watch for emails from your coordinators on times and locations and covid requirements for your group.  
Limited spaces maybe the norm for now until the area opens up more.  

Anyone who tests positive should inform everyone with whom they have had contact recently. 
Be sure all are totally vaccinated/boosted post two(2) weeks to participate and wear a mask. 

If information is not noted below, please reach out to the leaders for more information. 
           Tammie Zemler, Editor 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

  
 

 1 Board Mtg 
Virtual 
  10:00am 

2   3 Newsletter 
Deadline 

4 First Friday 
Coffee 
    10:00am 
May be 
virtual if we 
need to 
switch.  

5 Euchre 
   7:00pm 

6   7 Mah Jongg 
 11:30am 

8 Progressive 
Hand & Foot 
   11:00am 
 
Film 
Discussion 
Group  
    1:00pm 

9 Managing 
Your 
Finances 
  9:30am 
 
Non-Fiction 
Book Club 
   1:30pm 
 
Beer 
Tasting 
   6:00pm 

10 Rubber 
Stamping 
   1:00pm 

11 
 

12   

13   14 Mah Jongg 
 11:30am 
 
Evening 
Bridge  
   7:00pm 

15 Wake 
Walkers 
  9:00am 
 
Genealogy 
  1:30pm 

16 Book Club 
   1:00pm 

17 Military 
Vets Lunch  
   11:30am 
 
Stitch 'N' 
Chat 
   1:00pm 

18   19  

20   21 Mah Jongg 
 11:30am 

22 Talking 
Technology 
  9:30am 

23  Explore NC 
   9:15am  

24 Poker 
  7:00pm 

25 Samba 
   11:00am 
  

26 Wine 
Tasting  
   6:30pm 

27 
 

28  Mah Jongg 
 11:30am 
 
Evening 
Bridge  
   7:00pm 
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February 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newcomers Club of Raleigh 

PO Box 990567 

Raleigh, NC 27624-9056 


